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comprises 1-kestose, nystose, and IF^ta-fructofuranosybiystose^ and fiather comprising . 
a fiber source additional to the short cham oligofiuctose. As Speights fails to teach each 
and every element of the claims, Speights cannot be said to anticipate the claims. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection. 

Rqecrion Under 35 U.S.C. S 103fa^ Over Remhatt 

Claims 1 - 8 have been rejected under 35 § 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Reinhart et al (US Patent No. 5,776,524)C*Re!nharf Applicants respectfiilly 
traverse this i^ection. 

Reinhart is directed to a: 

pet food product which is useful for reducing the amount of harmful 
bacteria in the small httestine is provided. Ihe p^ food composition 
contains, on a diy matter basis, fiimi about 0*2 to hS weight percent of a 
fiuctooligosaccharide and is fed to a pet, such as a dog, cat or horse. 

Abstract. Remhait, however, &ils to teach or suggest each and eveiy element of die 
claims. Claim 1 is directed to, inter alia^ a companion animal compositi(»i comprising 
from about 0.01% to 0.19% of short chain oligofiuctosep by weight of tiie composition, 
wherein the short chain oligofiuctose comprises 14cestose, nystose, and IF-beta- 
fiuctofuranosyhiystose» and fiirtfier comprising a fiber source additional to the short chain 
oligofiwtose. Reinhart discloses a composition comprising fixmi 0.2 to 1.5 weight 
percent fructooligo$accharide» on a dry matter basis. Col 2, lines 45 - 49. The range as 
disclosed by Reinhart is greater than the range claimed in the current application. 
Furtfaennore, the only example provided m Reinhart discloses a composition comprismg 
1. 00 % fiuctooligosaccharide. This level is much higher than the level clauned in the 
cuirent application, Reinliart &ils to teach or suggest a conqnnion animal composition 
comprising fiom about 0.01% to 0.19% of short chain oligofitictose and the only example 
of Reinhart utilizes fiuctooligosaccharides at a level of 1.00% which is higher than the 
range claimed in the current application. The Office has not put forth any reasoning as to 
why one of ordinaiy skill upon reviewing Reinhart would be directed to arrive at the 
composition of the current appUcation^ namely a composition comprising fiom about 
0.01% to 0.19% of short chain oligofiuctose, by weight of tfie composition, wherein the 
short chain oligofiructose comprises l«kestose» nystose, and IF-beta- 
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fhiciofuranosylny stose and fiirtber comprising a fiber source additi<mal to the short chain 
ollgoftuctose. Applicants lespectfiilly request reconsideration and wittidrawal of the 
rejection. 

Rejection Und er 35 IIS.C. § 103fa^ Over Spcidits in view of Rcinhart 

Claims 1 - S have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(d) as being unpatentaUe 
over Speights in view of Reinhart. Applicants respectfiJIy traverse fliis lejection. 

Claim 1 is diiGcted to^intemlia, a companion animal composition comprisipig 
from about 0.01% to 0.19% of ^ort cham oligo&uctose; by weight of the composition, 
wherein the short chain oligofructose comprises l-kestose, nystose, and IF-beta- 
fhictofuranosytay$to$e, and fimher comprising a fiber source additional to the short chain 
oligofiructose. As best understood by Applicants* Speights discloses that the **cfFective 
composition is present in an amount between about 0,05% by weight and about 5% by 
weight and more preferably between about 0.25% by wei^ and about 3% by wei^t and 
most preferably between about 0J25% by wdght and about 1% by weight." Col. 9, lines 
10-15, However^ as best understood by >^Hcaiits» the examples of 
the use of Neosugar in amounts not less than 0.375% by weight in a composition. Jn 
Speights, Example 14 discloses a composition comprisipg 0.75% by weight Neosugar*<j» 
Example 15 discloses a composition con^nising 2% Neosugar«P, Example 16 discloses a 
compositiQn comtm^ing 2% by weigjit Neosugar P, Example 17 discloses a composition 
comprising 0,375% by weight Neosugar-P, Example 1 8 discloses 0.75% by weight 
Neosugmwp, and Example 19 discloses 0.75% by weight Neosugar P. As noted above. 
Reinhart discloses a composition comprising fixm 0.2 to L5 weight percent 
fhictooligosaccharide, on a diy matter basis* CoL 2, lines 45 - 49. Additionally, the only 
example im>vtded in Renihart discloses a composition comprising 1 ,00 % 
fructooligosaccharide. Thus, both the range of fiiictooligosacdiarides and the exm 
Rcinhart are both higher flian the clauned ranges of the current application. As best 
understood by Aiq>licants, Speights and Reinhart, either alone or in combinati(»i» fail to 
provide any reasonable expectatitm of success m aniving at the claims of the current 
^plication. The working examples of Speights and Reinhart all demonstrate die use of 
Neosugar or fhictooligosaccharides ui amounts greater than 0375% vAiich is greater than 
the claimed ranges. As such, a combination of Speights and Rebhart would fUl to 
provide one of ordinary skill with a reascmable expectad<m of success In arriving at the 
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